
SAC Meeting Minutes 
Paul Laurence Dunbar Middle School 

March 15th, 2016 

 
Members Present: Suja George, Andrea Schillinger, Holly Cosby, Trent Eckhardt, Johan Charlery, Nirvi 
Mehta, Mark McDonagh, Sandy Madha, Parna Shenoy, Phenicia McMillion, Nathan Shaker, Mary 
Higginson        
         
 
                                                                                                                                             
Topics Discussed, Tasks Assigned, and Decisions Made: 

1. Approval of last month’s minutes: Approved 
 

2. Future Problem Solving: Mr. McDonagh gave an overview of FPS. Future Problem Solving is a 
written six step process that students go through in order to solve a problem in the future. It is a 
curriculum written for gifted students that is intended to have them analyze text and think 
creatively on various topics. The district competition was held in February. There are currently 
seven 6th graders and ten 7th graders who participate as part of their language arts curriculum. The 
6th grade team placed 3rd, the 7th grade team placed first, and two 6th graders placed first and 
second in the individual completion. The 7th graders and two 6th graders will be competing at the 
state competition during spring break. The hope is to expand the program so more students will 
be able to compete next year.  
 

3. District Parent Involvement Plan: Mrs. Charlery presented the district plan to SAC and asked for 
them to look over it and provide any feedback to her so she can forward that information along to 
the district.  
 

4. Master Schedule: Discussion about next year’s master schedule have already started. 
Administration is looking at three options.  
 

• 4x4: This is what we currently have. Periods are 82 minutes and students have 8 classes a 
semester. Teacher will have 140 students (approximately) assigned to them with planning 
every other day. 

• 5x5: Periods are 68 minutes and students have 10 classes a semester. This would allow 
more classes to be double blocked and provide more elective options. Teacher will have 
180 students (approximately) assigned to them with planning every day. 

• 7 period day: Periods are 47 minutes and students have 7 classes a semester. Teacher will 
have 120 students (approximately) assigned to them with planning every other day. 
 

5. DAC update: Conversation revolved around the new high school in Bonita Springs and school 
grade.  
 

6. Good of the order:   
 
 

Next Meeting: April 12th at 4:15 
 


